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Mousetrap sets record
7D REVIEW
l
The Mousetrap at
The Mayflower,
Southampton

I

Hegemonick
By Andrew Jordan

ONE reviewer has described this
book as a ‘creepy journey through
sunlight and dampness’ and she
nearly hit the nail on the head.
It is certainly unsettling but
sunlight and dampness sound
almost pastoral. After all they create
rainbows. For me this book is like
being a passenger on a 3am car ride
with a lunatic driver screaming in
your face.
I think it is fair to say that few
Hampshire writers have ever
attempted anything like this. I
enjoyed it even as the car
threatened to drive off the road into
the abyss. I’m not saying Jordan is a
lunatic, by the way. He works in
Winchester.
Hegemonick is a multi-layered
Gothic book set in and around
Portsmouth; part-autobiographical
about growing up in the 1970s,
part-travelogue around militarised
Portsdown Hill, part-history, partmythic, part-psychogeographical
analysis of how our environment
(and its secrets) affects how we
think and how the past affects the
present. It is part lots of things.
As the largely-forgottten historian
LB Namier advised sometime last
century: “Imagine the past and
remember the future.” Hegemonick
is paradoxical too, disconcerting.
Nothing has a cause, nothing is
quite tangible and with that
personality disintegrates, it seems
to say. A particularly powerful part
of the poem was the pages on the
Paulsgrove ‘paedophile’ riots of
2000 when Portsmouth seemed on
the edge of some kind of nervous
breakdown.
The book has the grandiosity of
an epic film, full of characters. It is
ambitious and hyper-vivid but
don’t expect poetry that takes you
by the hand and talks quietly. That
will put many people off which
would be a shame as it is an
important, ambitious book.
It is published by Shearsman
Books, price £8.95.
HHHH Andrew Napier

T is the world’s longest
running play and it was
easy to see the secret of
this enduring tale.
With intricate characters
and a plot that’s brimming with
intrigue, The Mousetrap is murder
mystery gold.
With a fantastic twist at the
end, the Cluedo-style thriller is
packed full with old-fashioned
melodrama.
So much so that the peaks of
the suspense were often met
with laughter from the audience,
but it all added to the charm of
the show.
The strong cast gelled together
well, with much of the light
relief brilliantly provided by

Steven France, who was great in
the role of Christopher Wren.
Run continuously in the West
End since opening in 1952, the
Agatha Christie story is currently
on its first ever UK tour to
celebrate its 60th anniversary.

It is a real coup for The
Mayflower to play host to the
momentous tour.
Sarah Jones
l The Mousetrap has become
the most successful ever weeklong play to have been

performed at Southampton’s
Mayflower theatre.
Two extra matinees were
added to keep up with demand
for tickets, and final figures were
expected to rise to more than
17,800 by the end of the run.

Clary looking for love in Basingstoke
7D PREVIEW
l
Julian Clary at The
Anvil, Basingstoke

on Sunday, November 18.
He is looking for love and he’s
not leaving town empty-handed.
He will be hosting elimination
games and says: “You can be
sure of one thing. By the end of
the evening, we’ll all be

COMEDIAN Julian Clary will
be at The Anvil in Basingstoke

Comedians work hard
to win over audience
7D REVIEW
l
Scoundrels Comedy
Club at The Railway Inn

SCOUNDRELS Comedy Club
returned to Winchester last week
with a strong line-up of laughs.
But it turned out to be a tough
night for the performers at The
Railway as they
had to work very
hard to win over
the audience.
A nervous
tension seemed to
be in the air from
the off, which the
comedians tried
to turn to their
advantage by
calling it a
‘typical Winchester’ reaction.
But when the jokes did hit the
target they hit hard and there
were several stand-out moments
for each act.
By his own admission, compere
Joey Page got off to a slow start

‘

as he struggled to establish a
rapport with the audience.
But he powered through
enthusiastically and, like many
of his jokes, the long set up came
with a great pay-off.
Romesh Ranganathan kicked
things off well with his thoughts
on fatherhood and family.
Half-French Eric Lampaert is
the first man I’ve seen make
people laugh in
two languages,
although he also
struggled at
times, eventually
getting results by
targeting a
particular heckler.
But headliner
Adam Bloom was
a real highlight
with his direct,
in-your-face approach succeeding
superbly. He has plenty of
experience on the comedy circuit
and that shone through as he
pulled the night together to leave
the audience more than satisfied
with what they had seen. JC

A nervous
tension
seemed to be
in the air from
the off

’

celebrating my new partnership.”
The show is suitable for ages
16 and over. Tickets cost £20 for
adults and £18 for students and
over 60s. For more details call the
box office on 01256 844244 or
email www.anvilarts.org.uk.

Inspiring young readers
7D REVIEW
l
Jacqueline Wilson at
the Theatre Royal

EXCITEMENT filled the air at
Jacqueline Wilson’s sold out
appearance at the Wessex
Children’s Book Festival.
Scores of young girls packed
into the Theatre Royal in
Winchester to see their heroine
talk about her career.
Speaking for around an
hour, the author — who has
sold over 35 million books in
the UK alone — inspired her
young audience as she
described her childhood and
the secrets to her success.
Hanging on her every
word, the only sound that
could be heard was the rustle
of sweet papers.
Mums were kept amused,
too, as Jacqueline shared
anecdotes on everything
from her hatred of games
at school to how Jackie
magazine was named after her
(she was the publication’s

youngest journalist at the time).
In a Q&A session at the end
she shared tips on how to
become an author, such as
keeping a diary to get in the
habit of writing every day and
reading as much as you can.
A book-signing afterwards
was a must for the young fans
as they patiently queued to
have a moment with their idol.
Despite her great success,
it’s fantastic that Jacqueline
still connects with her fans in
this way. A true pro with her
feet firmly on the ground.
Sarah Jones

